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From Librarian Rachel’s Shelf 
Note: While we might put a title on our book list, we do so based on the content of that book 

alone. We may or may not recommend other books written by an author and we do not 

implicitly promote or endorse all perspectives or practices of any author. We understand that 

some readers may not agree with or appreciate the content of every book listed. Please read 

with discernment. Thanks. 

 

All the books listed below are ones that I have personally read and are available in CBC’s 

Library. 
 
 
Walking from EAST to WEST: God in the Shadows by Ravi Zacharias.  A deeply personal story 
of a man of two cultures, growing up in India and eventually living in the West. It vividly 
portrays how God uses various circumstances and believers at key points in his life to bring him 
to faith.  What an encouragement to see how God took this 17-year old, with his failed suicide 
attempt, to instead travel the world, proclaiming the gospel as an evangelist to millions. My 
book club thoroughly enjoyed this book. It can be found in the biography section 920. 
 
 
Eve’s Daughters by Lynn Austin.  Let me start by saying that it is hard to go wrong with any 
book authored by Lynn Austin.  Years ago, I heard her speak in person at an Evangelical Church 
Library Association meeting in Chicago.  This novel is about four generations of women who 
must come to grips with the choices they’ve made, and those their mothers made before 
them.  It portrays how hard it is to break the cycle of secrets and lies from the past that affect 
the present. The story starts with Louise, who agrees to an arranged marriage to a godly man in 
pre-war Germany to please her parents and continues for 50 years and three generations.  Well 
written and hard to put down. This book is in the adult fiction section that is arranged 
alphabetically by the author’s last name. 
 
 
A Grace Disguised: How the Soul Grows through Loss by Gerald L. Sittser. Sooner or later all 
people suffer loss, whether big or small.  Sittser claims the experience of loss does not have to 
be the defining moment, but instead can be OUR REPONSE to it. It is not so much what happens 
TO us as what happens IN us. These are not empty words from him.  Loss struck Sittser with full 
fury on a lonely road in Idaho. In an instant, a tragic accident claimed three generations of his 
family: his mother, his wife and his daughter.   This book focuses not just on his story, but 
rather is a moving meditation on losses we all suffer and the grace that can transform us. When 
published this book received many accolades from Christian leaders, such as Philip Yancey and 
Richard Mouw.  It is located under 231.8. 
 
 
The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert by Rosaria Champagne Butterfield.  This is the true 
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story of a tenured English Professor at a large university and respected advisor of students and 
her department’s curriculum.  Life was good. However, in her late 30’s she encountered 
something that turned her life upside down.  It was contrary to everything she believed and 
loved. It was the idea that Christianity could be true.  What followed was in her own words “a 
train wreck at the hand of the supernatural”. Published in 2014 it was one of WORLD 
Magazines Top 10 Books of the Year.  Located under 248.4s Bu 2 years ago I heard Rosaria 
speak powerfully at Ligoniers National Conference in Orlando, Florida.  
 
 

Kisses From Katie by Katie Davis.  What would cause an 18-year old senior class president and 

homecoming queen from Nashville, to disobey her parents by foregoing college, break her little 

brother’s heart, lose all but a handful of friends ( because they thought she had gone off the 

deep end) and break up with the love of her life, all so she could move to Uganda, where she 

knew only one person and didn’t even speak the language?   A PASSION TO FOLLOW JESUS. 

(This occurred after a short mission trip Christmas break of her senior year) Readers are invited 

on a journey of radical love down the dirt roads of Uganda. Laugh and cry with her as she tries 

to change the world one person at a time. This book is found in the Mission Section 266 Da. 
 
 


