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From Pastor Dennis’ shelf 
Note: While we might put a title on our book list, we do so based on the content of that book 
alone. We may or may not recommend other books written by an author and we do not 
implicitly promote or endorse all perspectives or practices of any author. We understand that 
some readers may not agree with or appreciate the content of every book listed. Please read 
with discernment. Thanks. 
 
 
Milton Vincent, A Gospel Primer for Christians. An encouragement to daily remember and 
rehearse the Gospel in your mind. Presents the Gospel narrative in poetic and prose versions.  
 
Paul David Tripp, New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel Devotional. Excellent year-long daily 
devotional aimed at helping us process how the Gospel applies to everyday life. 
 
Roy Hession, The Calvary Road. One of my favorite books on following Jesus and living in light of 
the Gospel. Short but deeply challenging. (Also by Hession, Be Filled Now is a short study on the 
work of the Holy Spirit and our response to His work in our lives.) 
 
Kyle Idleman, Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus. A 
straightforward, easy-to-read, and challenging call to follow Jesus in our contemporary context. 
 
Skye Jethani, With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God. We often believe subtle yet critical 
errors in how we look at our relationship with God. This book sheds light on those errors and 
encourages us to walk WITH God. My wife and I have both found this book helpful. 
 
Charles Swindoll, Intimacy with the Almighty. A short read that encourages four key spiritual 
disciplines that I’ve found helpful to me: silence, solitude, simplicity, and surrender.  
 
Donald Whitney, Praying the Bible. I really appreciate the encouragement and instruction to 
commune with God by praying the words of the Bible.  
 
Andrew Murray, The True Vine.  A classic and encouraging look at our abiding and life-giving 
relationship with Christ as described in John 15. (I also recommend several other books written 
by Murray as they tend to be short but profound, challenging, and encouraging.) 
 
Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God. A series of notes and letters describing 
one man’s habit of doing common daily tasks with the Lord in mind. Encouraging and thought-
provoking. 
 
C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters. A classic and unique perspective on trials, temptations, 
spiritual attacks, and the believer’s triumph in the Lord. Satirical but profound and encouraging. 
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Larry Crabb, Shattered Dreams: God’s Unexpected Path to Joy. A look at our personal suffering 
through the lens of Ruth and Naomi and encouragement to lean on God through trials. I have 
personally gained from this book as I have processed my own trials and experiences. 
 


