
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start your time together with a few warm-up questions: Have you ever 
been in or visited a church community outside your home culture? What 
are some commonalities among church communities everywhere? What 
are some differences? 
 
Read Acts chapter 2:42-47. 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• Summarize the events described in Acts 1 and in Acts 2:1-41. 

• The result of the Spirit’s work at Pentecost was a group of 3000 newly baptized believers 
who began meeting and fellowshipping together (v. 41).  Verse 42 gives four key activities 
the group did together. List and describe these four activities. 

• Verses 42-47 indicate at least a dozen characteristics or activities of this group of believers. 
The first four are listed in v. 42. What other features or functions characterized this group? 
List them. (A full list is given on the second page.) 

• In Acts 2:40, Peter told the people to save themselves from their crooked generation, 
indicating that the gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit were countercultural in that day 
and culture. How was this shown in the church community described in Acts 2:42-47? 

 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• The new church in Jerusalem as described in Acts 2 was a direct result of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. What does this indicate about the Lord’s desire for local groups of believers? 
What does this indicate about the work of the Holy Spirit in a church community? 

• How is the church community described in Acts 2 countercultural in our day? 

• In what ways is your church community similar to the group of believers described in Acts 
2? In what ways is it different? 

 
Respond 

• How might you need to personally respond in the context of your growth group and church 
community? 

• How might your growth group need to respond? How might you encourage your group? 
 
Extend 

• Begin to pray daily for the Holy Spirit’s work in your growth group and church community. 

• Begin to meet regularly (outside of meeting times) with others from your growth group to 
pray and encourage and care for one another.  
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A (possibly) full list of the characteristics of the group of believers in Acts 2:42-47 

• The apostles taught, and the people learned under their teaching (42) 

• The apostles’ teaching was accompanied by supernatural signs (43) 

• The believers were together in fellowship and devoted to each other (42, 44) 

• The believers were devoted to “the breaking of bread” (42, 46) 

• The believers were devoted to praying together (42) 

• The believers supported each other and freely shared within the community (44, 45) 

• The believers met in smaller groups in homes and in larger groups in public (46) 

• The believers met daily (46) 

• There was a general sense of awe (43), gladness and generosity (46), and praise (47) 

• The community was received with favor by those outside (47) 

• The community was seeing new conversions on a daily basis (47) 

• Converts were brought into the community of believers (47) 


