
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start your time together with a warm up question: Have you ever seen 
something unusual happen (an event or situation) that you couldn’t quite 
explain? If so, what? How do you now understand the event/situation? 
 
Read Acts 4:5-31. 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• As a recap, summarize the events described in Acts 3. 

• The Sadducees were a Jewish sect in charge of the temple. What was their reaction to the 
events in Acts 3? 

• Summarize Peter’s explanation of the events (4:7-12). 

• The leaders, who were highly educated, were surprised that Peter and John were 
uneducated, a fact that should have discredited them. But why could the leaders not 
discredit Peter and John?  

• In the end, what do the leaders tell Peter and John to do? And what is Peter and John’s 
response? 

• Were the Jewish rulers able to explain away the healing of the lame man? Why or why not?  

• What were the characteristics of the prayer meeting described in vv. 23-31? What did the 
people recognize about God in prayer, and what did they ask for in prayer? 

 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• Contrast the unbelief of the religious leaders with the belief of the believers. What seems to 
motivate each of the groups? Describe each group’s perspective on the situation. 

• The religious leaders asked by what power Peter and John did the miracle. How was the 
answer to that question threatening the religious establishment? 

• Describe the effects of this situation on the believers. 

• What do we learn from this situation about Spirit-empowered ministry in community? 
 
Respond 

• Look again at 4:23-31. Consider the faith and prayer and boldness that characterize the 
community of believers, as well as the prominence of the work of the Holy Spirit. What is 
your personal and/or group response to this? 

 
Extend 

• Memorize and pray over a key verse or two from Acts 4:5-31. 

• Pray for Spirit-empowered boldness to speak of the Lord Jesus as you go about your week. 

05 10/07/18 Acts 4:5-31 


