
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start your time together with a couple questions: What are some 
reasons people serve in ministry? What are some positive motivations 
for ministry service and what are some negative motivations? 
 
Read Acts 4:32-5:11. 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• Summarize the interactions among the believers as described in 4:32-37. What are the 
characteristics of the group?  

• Why did Barnabas sell a field? What does this suggest about his attitude toward the 
believers? 

• Ananias and Sapphira also sold a field to contribute to the needs of the church. Something, 
however, was amiss. What was the issue with their donation? (Note: the text does not 
suggest that they were obligated to give, nor that they should have done so privately.) 

• What do you suppose motivated Ananias and Sapphira to do what they did? 

• What is the difference between Barnabas’ donation and that of Ananias and Sapphira? 

• What does the consequence indicate about the seriousness of their sin? 
 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• Consider how the Acts 4 believers cared for each other through giving. How does or should 
a modern-day church body care for its members? How might you contribute to such care? 

• Ananias and Sapphira were serving falsely for a wrong reason. What was at the heart of 
their service? What kinds of false motivations can taint people’s service? Why are false 
motivations a problem? 

 
Respond 

• Like Barnabas, is there some way in which you sense the need to serve or contribute to the 
church body? If so, what steps do you need to take to do that service? 

• Like Ananias and Sapphira, has there ever been a time (or is there a time now) when you 
served or gave under false pretense or to make yourself look good or to promote self-
righteousness? If so, when? What was/is the situation? Have you repented? Do you need to 
repent now? If so, prayerfully step toward repentance and restoration.  

 
Extend 

• Prayerfully look for needs to which you might contribute. Generously give as you are led.  

• Consider your motives for service. Have a conversation with your spouse or trusted 
Christian friend about this. Pray for purity in service for yourself and others in the church. 
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