
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start your time together with a question: How have you ever seen a 
group of believers (e.g., a church, group, or organization) impact a 
community, either positively or negatively? Share some examples. 
 
Read Acts 5:12-42 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• List the effects of the Jerusalem believers on the people around them as mentioned in 
verses 12-15. How were the believers impacting their community? 

• The Sadducees were also affected by the believers. In what way?  

• The Sadducees seemed to be bothered by the sense that they were being blamed for Jesus’ 
death (verse 28). How were the Sadducees getting that impression (consider Peter’s earlier 
sermons in Acts 2, 3, and 4)? Was the accusation true? Why might this bother them? 

• Summarize Peter’s response to the Sadducees’ questioning (verses 28-32). 

• What was Gamaliel’s argument for releasing the apostles (verses 33-39)? 

• What was the response of the church to this persecution episode (verses 41-42)?  
 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• The Jerusalem church was very active and impactful: meeting in public, garnering the 
respect of the people, growing in number, people bringing people to be ministered to, etc. 
They were also persecuted and yet suffered with joy. What can we learn from this picture of 
the Jerusalem church? What is your reaction to this picture? 

• Consider the heart of the Sadducees. What motivated them to respond to the believers the 
way they did? How could the Sadducees have witnessed a miracle (verses 19-26) and yet 
still sought to squelch the apostles? What was driving them? Why? 

 
Respond 

• How might you pray for the impact of your church in the community? Anything specific?  

• Despite some growing persecution and tension, the people remained active in teaching and 
preaching Jesus Christ both publicly and privately. How does their boldness affect or 
influence your perspective on how you proclaim Jesus Christ in your circles? 

 
Extend 

• Over the next several days, pray for opportunities for you to impact your sphere of 
influence, or for opportunities for the church to impact the community. Act boldly as you 
are led. 
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