
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start your time together with a question: Have you ever faced a conflict 
which led to a better outcome than you expected? How did it happen? 
What was your part of the resolution? 
 
Read Acts 6:1-7 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• The believing community in Jerusalem was made up of two cultures: Hellenist Christians 
(Greek language and culture, ethnically Jewish) and Hebrew Christians (traditional Jewish 
culture, Aramaic-speaking Jews). Describe the problem facing the two groups in Acts 6:1-7.  

• What were some likely differences between the two groups? What was the root conflict?  

• When the complaint reached the apostles, what was their response? Why did they not see 
it as good for them to fulfill this duty? What was their solution? 

• What were the qualifications for the role of table server? How were they commissioned? 

• What was the effect of this episode on the group of disciples in Jerusalem? 
 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• Was the apostles’ explanation that it would not be right to take them away from the 
preaching of the Word to directly administer the distribution ministry reasonable? Why or 
why not? How does their response in Acts 6 influence church organization to this day? 

• Why is it important that those selected for ministry leadership possess the qualities listed in 
6:3? Compare these to the list Paul gives to Timothy regarding qualifications for overseers 
and deacons in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 (c.f. Titus 1:5-16). Why are such qualifications important? 

• In Acts 6:1-7, a problem was identified, apostles were consulted, a solution was put forth by 
the apostles, and the people executed the plan with the blessing of the apostles. How might 
this situation have turned out differently if one of the pieces was missing? 

• The conflict in the Jerusalem church could have led to significant problems and even a 
serious division along cultural lines. But it didn’t, and the church stayed unified and growing. 
What does this situation suggest about how a church can work through concerns?  
 

Respond 

• It takes all kinds of people doing all kinds of tasks to serve a church body. What is your 
contribution to the needs and ministry of the church body? Are you being prompted to 
serve in some way? 

• Consider the qualifications for ministry leadership in a church body. Which one or more of 
those characteristics would you like to see further developed in you? Ask the Lord to do so. 
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Extend 

• Over the next several days, pray for your church. Specifically, pray for the leaders and 
ministries in your church. Pray for the Lord to increase wisdom among the leaders and 
church body and to bolster the effectiveness of the church’s ministries. 


