
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start with a warm-up question: The trial and execution of Stephen (Acts 
6:8-7:60) was a seemingly tragic event. What good can come from such 
tragedy? Have you ever seen good come from tragedy or disaster? 
 
Read Acts 8:1-25. 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• Stephen’s execution initiated violent, widespread persecution against the Jerusalem church. 
1) What did the persecution look like (8:3)? 2) What did the believers do (8:1,4)? 

• Verse 4 indicates a shift. To this point in Acts, we have seen the preaching of the word 
limited to the apostles. But by whom was the Gospel spread outside of Jerusalem? 

• Verse 5 says that Philip went to Samaria. In that day, Jews were strongly prejudiced against 
ethnic Samaritans (see, for example, John 4:9). What did Philip do when he got to Samaria? 
What were the results? How did the tragedy in Jerusalem affect the people of Samaria (v8)? 

• Describe the problem with Simon the Magician. Where did he go wrong? How was he 
corrected? What does this possibly indicate about some who presumably come to faith or 
engage the church? (Verses 21 and 23 indicate his spiritual condition; verse 22 indicates his 
needed response.) 

• Verses 14-17 have been subject to much debate and there are several potential 
explanations. While not all potential explanations can be covered here, consider this 
proposed explanation by John Stott (The Message of Acts, InterVarsity Press, 1990): 

 
This is an extraordinary statement. For Peter promised the Spirit to those who 

repented and were baptized (Acts 2:38). How then could the Samaritans been baptized 

and not received the Spirit?… Now when [Luke] describes the Samaritans as not 

having received the Spirit, but as having ‘simply’ (NIV) or ‘only’ (RSV) been baptized 

into Christ… only implies that the two things were expected or accustomed to go 

together… Luke implies that there was something distinctly odd about their 

separation. It was because of this irregularity… that two senior apostles [Peter and 

John] came down hot-foot to Jerusalem to remedy the situation… The most natural 

explanation of the delayed gift of the Spirit is that this was the first occasion on which 

the gospel had been proclaimed not only outside Jerusalem but inside Samaria… The 

delay was only temporary, until the apostles had come down to investigate, had 

endorsed Philip’s bold policy of Samaritan evangelism, had prayed for the converts… 

and had thus given a public sign to the whole church, as well as to the Samaritan 

converts themselves, that they were bona fide Christians, to be incorporated into the 

redeemed community on precisely the same terms as Jewish converts. 
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Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• What effect did the Jerusalem persecution have on God’s plan for the nations? How does 
the scattering in Acts 8 tie to what Jesus foretold in Acts 1:8? What does this suggest about 
how God sees or uses tragic events such as persecution? What other examples throughout 
history can you think of in which persecution resulted in the proclamation of the Gospel and 
an expanded church?  

• How might this sort of thing happen on a personal level? How might tragedy or discomfort 
in your life lead to you into a new context or situation that allows the Gospel to flourish or 
spread through you? Have you seen personal examples of this unfold in your own story? 

• Philip came to Samaria with words and deeds (v6). What kinds of words and deeds might 
accompany our proclamation of the Gospel as we go through life? 

• In Samaria, Philip was reaching out to people whom the Jews despised. And the people 
responded with great joy! How might Philip’s example motivate us to reach out to people 
who are different than us? How might this story encourage us to set aside our prejudices?   

• What can we personally learn from Simon the Magician’s situation? Have you ever served 
or sought to serve for selfish gain? Have you ever known anyone to come to faith in Christ 
or to attend church or engage in ministry for selfish gain? What is the correct response for 
such a situation (v23)? 
 

Respond 

• Consider past or current difficult situations in your life. How might the Lord be using the 
situation to spread His Gospel through you? Ask Him to use the situation for His purposes 
and trust Him to do so. 

• Consider people in your context against whom you may be prejudiced. Ask the Lord to 
reveal this to you. Then ask the Lord to help you see these people through His eyes and for 
an opportunity to bless them in a tangible way that reveals the Gospel. 

• Examine your heart. Can it be said that “your heart is not right with God” (v21) and that you 
are engaging or serving from improper motives? If so, consider responding by repenting and 
asking the Lord forgiveness (v22). 

 
Extend 

• The Jerusalem persecution resulted in a great deal of suffering for the believers, but God 
used that suffering for His purposes. Take some time to look up other verses on suffering. 
How does God not only promise that you will experience suffering, but what does He 
promise to do with the suffering?  

• Re-read Acts 5:1-11. What similarities and parallels do you see between Ananias and 
Sapphira in Acts 5 and Simon the Magician in Acts 8? Make a list. 

 


