
Growth Groups at CBC are a key part of our work to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In 
Growth Groups, we seek to embrace God, be equipped to live and serve and reach 
out, and engage the church, the community, and the world.  

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
No.: ____  Date: _________  Text: _________________ 
 
Connect 
Start with a warm-up question: Can you think of a time when you had a 
“divine appointment”—that is, you unexpectedly bumped into someone 
whom the Lord seemingly put in your path for a reason? Share your story. 
 
Read Acts 8:26-40. 
 
Observe 
Consider some observations in this passage: 

• Philip was directed to go from ministering to Samaritans (8:4-25) to Gentiles who lived far 
off. What did this do to advance the Gospel as foretold in Acts 1:8? What does this indicate 
about God’s desire to reach beyond the Jewish people?  

• What do we learn about the Ethiopian official? What was the significance of his position? 
What was he doing near Jerusalem? How do you know he was a God-seeker? What might 
we speculate about his worship experience in Jerusalem? 

• The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7-8. Take a moment to read the entirety of Isaiah 53. 
What does the chapter say? Make some observations.  

• What was the immediate result of the interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian? What 
might you speculate the long-term result would have been? 

 
Discuss 
Time permitting, discuss one or more of these questions as a group: 

• The Ethiopian, though his desire was to worship God, likely was not warmly welcomed in 
the temple in Jerusalem. First, he was a Gentile. Second, he was a eunuch (Deuteronomy 
23:1). Does it seem that he left Jerusalem still in searching for God? How was his interaction 
with Philip likely different than his experience in Jerusalem? What does this indicate about 
the Gospel? What does the Ethiopian’s response to Philip indicate about the Gospel?  

• Again, Philip was called on to serve people different than (and even offensive to) him. This 
time, it was a Gentile. What does this say about God using people to reach different kinds of 
groups? What does this say about Philip’s willingness to be used in this way? What might 
your response be if God chooses to use you to reach people different than you? 

• Philip used Isaiah 53 and the Ethiopian’s question as a starting point for sharing the Gospel. 
How could he do this? What in Isaiah 53 allowed him to do this? How does Isaiah 53 relate 
to the life of Christ? Connect some of the points in Isaiah 53 to events in the life of Christ. 
 

Respond 

• Consider: To what degree are you willing to be used to reach out to people who are very 
different than and maybe even offensive to you? Is there someone in your context now who 
fits this description whom the Lord may be bringing to mind? If so, how might you reach out 
to him/her/them? 
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• Are you willing to be “interrupted” in your schedule by “divine appointments”? Ask the Lord 
to make you willing to be used by Him as He sees fit, and then look for Him creating 
opportunities for you. 

• The Ethiopian was affected by Isaiah 53:7-8. As you read Isaiah 53, what verses stand out to 
you? Why? What is your take-away point from Isaiah 53? 

 
Extend 

• Slowly and intentionally re-read Isaiah 53 a few times in your personal devotional times this 
week. Let it lead you to reflection, praise, conviction, thanksgiving, repentance, or anything 
else the Lord might be putting on your heart. 

• As you go through your week, prayerfully look for God-given divine appointments. Be ready 
and willing to serve and share as they happen. 

• As a Growth Group, is there someone in your sphere of influence whom the Lord is leading 
you to serve? How might your group reach out? 

 


